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Tatum Ridge Elementary - School Advisory Council 2021-2022 
September 12, 2022 
3:30 – 4:30 pm 
Location:  Tatum Ridge Media Center 
 

Attendance: “X” for present 

Barry Dunn (Principal) X Jill Athridge X David Widmyer X 
Emilie Hansen (Asst Principal) X Kim Hewitt X Jessica Feather  X 
Deanna Baker (Chair) X Margaret Kristjanson X Rachel Plank X 
Kristy Arnhart (Co-Chair) X Stacey Grillo X Jennifer Fernandez X 
Tiffany Mangold (Secretary) X S. Walker Franz X Joy Myers X 
Emily Kroutil X Jill Athridge X   
Al Bartolomeo X Laura Graber X   
Jason Mruczek X Jennifer Boyd X   
Emily Morse X Lauren Valley X   
Cara Kapuscinski X Bari Emont X   

 

Barry Dunn opened the meeting at 3:35pm 

Motion to approve the minutes from December – Tiffany; seconded by Deanna - approved unanimously. 

Barry explained SAC duties and responsibilities.   
Membership – Bylaws state that we must have at least 12 and no more than 20 members of SAC. 
Introductions -  
Jill Athridge – Business Partner – Stage Door 
Stacy Grillo – Business Partner 
Tiffany Mangold has agreed to be recording secretary again this year. 
DeAanna Baker and Kristy Arnhart have agreed to co-chair the SAC committee. 
Items that will be voted on by the SAC Committee:  
*School Improvement Plan – due at the end of September to Executive Director and then due to the 
state.  SIP – goal for reading, goal for math, certain increase from prior year. This year will be different 
because of the changes in testing. 
*We will also vote on A+ money – the SAC will officially vote on the A+ money – staff will make a 
proposal, which will then need to be approved by SAC.  This is typically bonus money and is used to give 
staff a bonus, and give every kid at the book fair $5 so that all kids can shop at the book fair.  That will 
come later in the Fall. 
SAC is a governing body required by the state.  We take our guidance from the state and the district and 
then implement what is needed for the students.  We must follow the laws and the legislation.  We have 
a lot of questions this year about scholastic book fair and the new laws/bills and how that affects us as a 
school and moving forward.  These items can be discussed later. 
After this meeting, each person must decide if you’re interested in being a voting member, or if you’d 
like to just attend the meetings and not be a voting member.  Barry will send an email requesting 
whether you’re committed, and we must vote in our officers for 2022-23.  Next month we will have an 
official roster. 
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Mr. Dunn made a motion to nominate DeAnna Baker as chair (Jill Athridge seconded) and Kristy Arnhart 
as co-chair (Deanna Baker seconded) and motion for Tiffany Mangold as recording secretary – all 
attendees approved the motions. 

The Staffing budget will be reviewed and approved, and data updates will be provided and sent out. 

Any questions about SAC membership or composition make-up?  Barry has sent the bylaws about a 
month ago and can resend as needed. 
Ms. Maggie – said she wanted to remind people to sign in on the sign-in sheet and provide email 
address because that goes into the State.  Barry will print a roster for future sign-ins. 

Meetings are scheduled once a month, but may be pushed back if there isn’t anything to discuss. 

Principal’s Report: 

Student Achievement Data/School Improvement Plan (Barry Dunn) –  

Last year FSA – before that, FCAT. This is a School assessment, where they take data and break it up by 
proficiency levels and determine every school’s school grade.  We look at the data and decide where we 
want to be for next year and put plans in place to meet those goals.  Next week we’ll review what we 
need to do about it and how we’re spending resources and allocating staff to bring those scores up. 

2021-22 

Last year 20/21 we received a B* 57% (62% is an A), but no grades were given last year because of 
remote students across the state.  We reached 67% in FY21/22 – got the A back.  Teachers and staff 
worked very hard to get that grade back up. 

% on or above grade level – 1-5 – 5 highest, 4 – above level, 3 right on, 2 below, 1 if in 3rd grade, have to 
be retained unless they jump through another hoop like i-ready, summer school, etc. 

% of kids that were proficient – 3+ ELA 73%, Math 76%, Science 69% of students were proficient in those 
areas.  These tests are not easy!  We rated as an A this year 21/22. 

4th and 5th grade – we compare 3rd grade score to 4th grade score, and 4th grade score to 5th grade score 
to see whether that student made adequate gains based on a year’s worth of instruction.  Kids lost so 
much instruction previously (with COVID and remote learning), that the learning games were our goal 
last year – ELA went from 49% (20/21) to 70% (21/22), Math went from 50% to 74%.  We jumped up 8 
points in ELA and 10 points in Math for the “below 25%” students.  Jump Start grant – allowed us to use 
contract money for 3 days a week for contracted people working with these kids and filling in the gaps.  
Last few years we’ve seen a lot of gaps with instruction costs and kids learning online. We’re finally 
getting to a point where 3rd and 4th graders, who lost a lot of time because of COVID/online learning are 
getting back on track.  The normal items like Phonics and building of the words that we’ve learned how 
to do previously; kids are missing because they didn’t get enough instruction during those years that 
remote learning was required. 

Compared to other schools in the District, we want to be #1, but we got an A, which is the important 
piece.  All of this calculating is going away because the test is going to change again. 

Proficiency levels by grade level – 73% Overall ELA.  76% Overall Math.   
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Learning games for ELA – up 21%, Math – up 24%. Science 69% (up 1% from last year). 

New Statewide Assessment (FAST) Update (Emilie Hansen, Assistant Principal)–  

FAST – new assessment this year – BEST Standards– Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking 
Standards – New Standards.  Last year was our bridge year for reading – brand new reading curriculum 
and we are implementing new math curriculum this year.   

FAST testing – new assessment – all computer based – K-5 – Reading and Math. 

Writing is being field tested this year (Grades 4 & 5). 

We used to test around April and May and the students had an assessment for the entire year – now we 
have a progress monitoring system, where we are assessing at the beginning of the school year as base 
line, again at midyear, and finally at year-end, they will take another assessment.  Similar in all 3 testing 
periods. Only test one subject per day.  All testing is done in a lab setting.  Tests are adaptive to see 
where the students’ levels are.   

K-2 – Star Early Literacy – Star Reading and Star Math –  

Star Early Literacy – from time logged in – took about 15 minutes to complete the test – word 
knowledge and skills, comprehension, and early literacy – 27 questions total. 

Star Literacy – 2nd grade.  1st graders will graduate to that soon.  34 items – 15-20 minutes average test 
length.  1st graders automatically level up. 

Star Math – most challenging for K-2 – because it’s an adaptive assessment and changes as the test 
changes.  Kindergarteners were taking the same test as 2nd graders.  Monitor throughout the year to see 
how the students progress. 

Grades 3-5 – FAST Testing – this assessment platform is brand new.  Cambium – longer assessments – 
grades 3-5, their initial assessment is a 90-minute assessment.  Assesses both fictional and informational 
test.  FAST Math is 80-minute assessment for progress monitoring (PM) #1. The length for progress 
monitoring #3 might be a little longer.  PM1 & 2 (December/January) will be used for informational 
purposes only and will NOT be used for school grades or improvement ratings.  Looking at the 
assessment to see how it correlates or doesn’t correlate with what we’re seeing in the classroom. Other 
classroom assessments will be used as part of the “picture” to determine how the child is progressing.  
End of the year assessment is used for school accountability – this year we won’t have any school grades 
because it’s a base line year and this is an assessment.  As we move forward, end of the year in 2023 will 
be compared to end of the year in 2024 to evaluate the effectiveness of our school program.  We don’t 
know how they’re going to determine student growth scores either.  More information about that will 
come.   

i-Ready – reading only – 2 Diagnostics (Late September/early October & Mid-February through Mid-
March).  Diagnostics will be in October because of the FAST assessment. 

FAST  

Other Progress Monitoring tools – phonics assessment, phonological awareness – K = letters or sounds.  
Math Interims and Science and ELA Benchmarks. 
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You can access what the students are working on – flfast.org – will take you to a page that is a portal 
from the state that gives information about this assessment.  Click on backpack girl – when you do, you 
can see there is a section for Students and Families, and you can see sample items from the 
assessments. 

STAR – K-2 testing results should have been sent home last week or will be very soon.  If you haven’t 
seen it yet, ask your teacher. 

Grades 3-5 – you should get their assessments by the end of the month. 

There will be no school grade for 22/23 – again, because it’s a baseline.   

End of July 2022– School was told that we must have 2 designated computer labs for FAST Testing – 
didn’t have any space left – kids are crowded, not ideal.  Getting used to interface, what’s expected for 
the kids, how much time it really takes – if the kids aren’t done in 90 minutes, they have to pause it and 
go back in to finish later.  A Portable computer lab is set up nicely and we have enough space there.  We 
need to do some things to optimize our testing environment.  When this counts next year, we will have 
a permanent plan that helps with the testing environment. 

As a school, we have to do testing windows for 30 days at a time - 3 times per year. And there are 180 
days of school per year.   

Stacy Grillo asked – how do I compare my child to last year’s scores that they received? 

Ms. Hansen answered that because the Cambian assessment is brand new for K-5, we don’t have the 
percentile ranking to review.  FSA could score 1-5, we think FAST is using the same format.  We’re 
building the airplane while we’re flying it and figuring it out as we go along.  We aren’t sure how they 
are comparing to last year with i-ready scores.  This is one data piece and we’re looking at all of the data 
pieces. 

Most of the information from progress monitoring will be shared at parent conferences.   

Reading Records – breaks down what the child is thinking – is it an information issue or data issue?  
Fiction vs. non-fiction, etc.  this gives us a snapshot and we have something to review. 

 

Without a grade this year, we will also not receive any A+ money next year. 

Test is brand new for everyone, so we’re in a gray spot.  There are often questions that require two 
answers instead of just one.  Back to computer-based assessment – they have to scroll through the 
passage and the sophistication of the assessment looks very similar to the previous questions. 

i-Ready (Reading) and Dream box (Math) are both accessible outside of school. 

Penda (Science) – 3rd 4th and 5th 

Sarasota County Schools – My Tiles – kids can click on these links. 
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Barry will send out an email at the end of this week asking whether or not you’d like to be on the SAC, 
and whether or not you’d like to be a voting member.  If there’s anything that you’d like us to discuss at 
future meetings, we can discuss those in the future.  Next month will be about the School Improvement 
Plan mostly.  We’re happy to bring people in from the District as well.  The purpose of SAC is to be 
partners in education.   

 

Deanna made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Barry seconded – meeting adjourned at 4:31pm. 

Next SAC Meeting – Monday, October 10, 2022, 3:30 pm, Tatum Ridge Media Center 


